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SUBJ: INTERVIEW WITH QADHAEI 

1. ROME BASED US NEWS AND WORLD REPORT CORRESPONDENT 
RICHARDSON HAD HOUR-LONG INTERVIEW WITH QADHAFI AFTERNOON 
MAY 11. EMBASSY PROVIDED RICHARDSON WITH BACKGROUND 
BRIEFINGS ON GENERAL SITUATION PRIOR TO INTERVIEW. 

RICHARDSON REPORTS QADHAFI SOMEWHAT STRAINED AND ON 
MELANCHOLY SIDE BUT OTHERWISE ALERT AND WITH "IMPRESSIVE 
GRASP OF WORLD EVENTS." CORRESPONDENT DECLINED TO SHARE 
CONTENTS OF INTERVIEW WITH EMBOFFS ON GROUNDS OF 
JOURNALISTIC SECURITY. 

2. REPORT COULD APPEAR IN MAY 16 ISSUE AND MAY BE OE 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST AT THIS CRITICAL JUNCTURE IN 
LIBYA’S CONTINUING QUARREL WITH ITS NEIGHBORS. 
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